Buckingham fights to preserve a rare open Ford in the centre of a town

There are over 1000 fords in existence in Britain.  They are listed on a website that you’ll find by typing Wet Roads into a Search engine. Very few are in town centres, perhaps only three.  Buckingham’s Old Ford exists although it is more  navigable than crossable!.  The Environment Agency have requested planning permission for a two-pronged attack on flooding in Buckingham. One prong includes flood-gates, of an insensitive nature, across our Old Ford.  Many locals doubt whether their solution is thought-through. The Buckingham Society now realises how rare town centre fords have become.  We are fighting to preserve our heritage and want to hear from other Societies who have experience of such tussles.

Buckingham is worried by signs that LDFs (Local Development Frameworks) are not being determined in a democratic fashion but are being presented "on a plate" by authority officers whose eyes are pinned firmly to government targets ( and MONEY!)  Our LDF was presented to us by “Future Plans” almost as a fait accompli. Reluctantly, a meeting was subsequently arranged with interested parties. A representative from Buckingham’s local Business Club became almost incandescent with rage at that meeting.  Yet, the Meeting was told that Bucks/Aylesbury Vale’s LDF was unusual in that the authorities had successfully withstood the steer given by central government.  Warning to other Societies – BEWARE OF LDFs, get involved early and often.
