PARKING ON GRASS VERGES – NOTE TO ANTAS BY BERNARD MELDRUM 

1. Have other societies been experiencing problems with parking on grass verges? 
2. Have any found a solution to the problem? 
3. Is a change in the law required to overcome the problem? 

4. Should we be campaigning for a change? 

5. Can the topic be aired in the next newsletter please?
I have been in discussion with one of our members who raised the issue of parking on grass verges in the local press and with the Chesham Society. Here is an extract of our correspondence:-
"I had a site meeting with one of the Highway Authority engineers a few weeks ago concerning this subject and was surprised by what I was told.  I said that there are a few facts that she should be aware of."

1. "It is only an offence for Heavy Goods vehicles or buses (any vehicle over a certain weight) to park on grass verges." 

2. "It is an offence for any vehicle to obstruct a footpath. (Grass verges are decorative features - not footpaths, so are not obstructed. Could the drivers be causing criminal damage I wonder? )" 

3. "Private cars/light vans are not committing any offence if they park on a grass verge - as the law stands at present." 

4. "Vehicle drivers can only be made to pay for damages if they can be proven to be the driver of a vehicle causing specific identifiable damage. Without the evidence drivers cannot be made to pay for any repairs. (Including damaged kerbs, pavements, drains or manhole covers.)" 

5. "Householders can pay for the installation of Vergemaster™ posts on the verges outside their own homes, but as most of the offenders parking cars on the verges are the residents - they decline to take up the offer. (I also understand from another sources that if a vehicle, having hit the Vergemaster™ post, is damaged by the said Vergemaster™ post, although they are frangible, the resident responsible for the installation could be held liable for the damage to the vehicle by the damaged vehicle's insurance company.)"
I then said that "it seems to me that we should start campaigning for a change in the law nationally. A local bylaw would be no good, as the police would not support it, as they would not have the manpower to enforce it. At least that was their reaction to a proposed 20 mph limit in the pedestrianised High Street. They said that they wouldn't support anything they could not, or would not enforce."

I look forward to reading your reply.

Bernard Meldrum. Chairman of the Chesham Society.

-----------------------------------------------------------------

Bernard also sent us the following in a follow-up email:

PS. I attach an extract from our last Focus and a copy of the Pedestrian Association’s flyer that we reproduced.
“Jim Whitehead provided some interesting information that he had obtained from the Pedestrians Association. They have produced a small card, which Jim places under the windscreen wipers of offending vehicles. It reads-

THINK ... BEFORE YOU PARK.
IS YOUR VEHICLE A HAZARD TO PEDESTRIANS?
Stationary vehicles are the indirect cause of one out of five pedestrian casualties. You are in breach of the Highway Code and may have committed an offence against the law by parking your vehicle at or near:
□ A road junction or bend in the road.
□ The brow of a hill or a hump-back bridge.
□ A bus stop or school entrance.
□ A crossing or island.
□ Where it hides a traffic sign.
□ On a footway or cycle path or in a pedestrian zone.
 

Our members, should they want them, can obtain supplies of these cards by contacting the Pedestrian Association at 1, Wandsworth Road, London, SW8 2LJ”

