The views which have been submitted by the Amersham Society are:
 

"I am commenting on behalf of the Amersham Society, an amenity society which is affiliated to the Civic Trust, on the Review of Planning Enforcement consultation document.  Our main views are:
· We believe that it is essential that the process is simplified and speeded up. 

· We disagree with the conclusion that criminalisation would be inappropriate.  Obviously criminalisation would be wrong for minor offences, but it would be possible to define material breaches - a legal definition which is already used in other areas of legislation.  Persistent and flagrant offenders must be discouraged by this threat. 

· We agree that retrospective applications continue to have a role, that a fee seems to be fair but too high a fee would be a disincentive to applying. 

· We believe that powers and penalties should be tougher for listed buildings and conservation areas."
Anthony del Tufo
Acting Chairman
