REVIEW OF THE PLANNING ENFORCEMENT SYSTEM IN ENGLAND

Response  by the Potters Bar Society.

Paragraph numbers refer to the summary on pages 22 & 23 of the Green Paper.

1. Yes, agreed. There are so many variables that local discretion is essential.

2. We certainly find that our local authority (Hertsmere Borough Council) tends to place low importance to enforcement and the Planning Committee have to chase up cases that have dragged on for months or even years.

3. Agreed.  Only a few breaches appear to be deliberate.

4. Agreed.

5. Agreed.

6. Agreed.

7. We feel that greater powers are needed to control tall hedges and overgrown vegetation generally. These seem sometimes to be used as weapons in neighbour/neighbour warfare. There is a Private Members Bill in the list for the current session of Parliament which addresses this. We hope it succeeds and without too many loopholes.

8. No comment. Outside our province.

9. Yes.  Steps need to be taken to demonstrate the value of the planning system and the chaos which would ensue if it was ignored or fell into disrepute.

10. No comment. Outside our province.

11. No comment.

12. Possibly. No experience.

13. Agreed.

14. It should be sufficient to require the developer to notify the local; authority when work is about to commence. He has to do this under Building Regulations anyway.

15. No. Open to abuse.

16. Yes.

17. We feel the 10-year rule is generally acceptable.  The exception, which has become an issue locally, seems to be sudden intensification, where a lawfully conducted business suddenly doubles or trebles its activities and the increased volume starts to become a nuisance to the local residents.  The only remedy lies with the Public Health Inspectorate or the courts. The first seem overstretched and the second too expensive.  We wonder if it is feasible to make intensification a change of use.

18. Agreed.  Should be automatic and speedy.

19. We would think that    local authorities would automatically refuse such an application.

20. Agreed.

21. Agreed.

22. Agreed.

23. No comment. Outside our province.

24. No comment. Outside our province.

25. Yes. Possibly even special courts since the law on planning is so complex.

26. No, it isn’t.  Some of the more flagrant abuses involve profits going into millions of pounds. The  Crown Court option ought to be freely available to local authorities, although the possible costs against them if they lose might be a deterrent.

27. No experience.

28. Yes. Very definitely. The view from the courtroom cannot possibly convey the importance of the problem.

29. Possibly. But most local authority planning officers will discuss problems informally and attempt mediation without giving it a rigid structure.
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